Tie Steant Car Superior to Gasollne
Cars from Standpoint of Flexibil=
ity and Ease of Control.

By WINDSOR T. WHITH, (White.)

The number of different makes of gaso-
Jdne cars compared to the few pteamn cars
manufactured hay frequently been a sub-
 Ject of remerk, and has been used by
some gasoline advocates g8 an argumsent
against the steam car. The reason for the
practical monopoly of the steam cur flald
is that the patents covering the steam ocay
are contrclled by a single company, which
. prevents effectual competition. I am per-
| feetly confident that an impartial investl-
gation of the relative merits of the gaso-
line and steam car will not be detrimental
| to the latter.
| Our syccess has been due to the fact
ithat the White car poxssesses certain de-
- sirable quulities not to be found In other
cars. First of all, I might mention &bso-
lute noiselessness of operation. Gasoline
lcars may be reasonably qulet when run-
|nmg alony slowly on the city straets, but
| whenuever conditions require & conslider-
~able expenditure of power, they are less
"quiet than the steam car. Secondly, are
-the great features of smoothness of ruanp
ning and freedom from wvibration due to
the fact that the power s applied stead-
{ly ang cominuously, not spasmodizally

‘or in cycles? Because of this smoothness
of running and smoothness In starting,
tivres last longer. Thirdly, and probably
most important, is the exlbu:ty of the
steamn car. All speeds from zero to maxi-

muim are obtajlned by threttle «ontru
alone., The car starts froitn the seat—no
cranking. Tne e¢nzxine can neveyr Le
stalled. The sgpeed of the car responds
Instantly to the manipulatdon of the
throttle. It does not tike any tine to
*“bulld up speed,” as dovs thie gasoline
GGT,

. As a fourth point, I would mention the
simplicity of operation. <n order to coull-
trol his car for varylng road conditions,
the driver of a gasoline ear must operdtle
{1) the throttle, (2} the spark, () the
ccluteh, and (4) the speed changing lever.

As compared with this four-fold task,
the drivey of the steam car handles but
one device—the throttle. The regulation
and temperature and pressure of tne
steam are cntlrely automatie, and are ac-
complished without in any way requiring
the attention of the driver.

Iitth, steam s the world's standard
motive power. Nu other pawer ig ever
~considerad by enelnecrs for important
rwork., Even aimong the Ruropean motor-
car builders, there is i muarked tendency
10 revert to steam power f{ur such pur-
poses as motortrucks, mectos husses, &,

Finally, | would state that tlie Whits
steam car ig the safest type of automo-
bile The statisties of the accident insur-
ance companies show that from 35 1-3
per cent. to 50 per cent. of all (njurieg
caused by automonlles arg due to crifta-
ing. As regards the !ire hazard—ai-
though the insurance companies charge
the same rate for all classes of niuchiney,
the construction of the reasonable steam
car renders it less liable to fire damaze
than any other machine. The steain cur
has a gasoline burner, but the adjacent
construction i1s desizned to take care ¢
the heat, and to dissip&te the products
of combustion without their escape being
in‘any way notifceable. All gasoline con-
neotions are short, and of substantial con-
struction. They are in a thoroughly pro-

podﬂo and do not extend under
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